INTRODUCTION

many a visitor, knowing little or nothing of the
language, and having no real background of knowl-
edge of the country and its people, has come back
to explain the new Russia to us.

Two other sources of intelligence give us most
of the information we receive about this most
talked of country on the face of the globe: the
government, which gives us "official news," and
professional journalists and writers, who make
frequent visits to Russia or who live there. But
the strictest censorship in the world is enforced,
and the news which filters through is pro-Soviet and
frequently distorted to such an extent that the in-
formation we are given is a maze of contradictory
statements. Brilliant and able writers such as John
Chamberlain, who lived in Russia for twelve years,
admit that as long as they lived there, they were
unable to give a true picture, and only after leav-
ing the country for good, with no intention of re-
turning, were they able to give us any accurate
statement of conditions.

The visitor to Moscow has an excellent oppor-
tunity to see the government's principle of selec-
tivity in information at work. Moscow has always
been pointed out as the proudest achievement of
the present communist regime. A tourist upon
visiting that city is shown many new buildings, a